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Daveds Doodl es

At long last the winter appears to be reaching its end and spring feels as though it is
on its way. Daffs are out and my lawn is beginning to look in need of its first mowing.
And by the time you read this we would have put the clocks forward for summer-

time.

I f you arendét one of the hardy types who ride
about getting the bike out. | can tell you that | have not used my heated jacket for
the last few weeks and | am now using my summer gloves, so get out there. One word
of warning though, the road surfaces, particularly in East Sussex have taken a
pounding from the winter weather. Watch out for pot holes and piles of gravel and

be on the look out for the long deep cracks where two surfaces were joined but have
been blown apart by the frost. For those of you who can remember, its like getting
caught with a wheel in a tram track!

| have just read an article about speeding in all places, the Caravan Club magazine!
Actually, it was an article about flashing  -that is warning others that there is a speed
trap down the road. A court in Grimsby fined a driver for flashing his lights to warn

of a speed trap. Up to now surveys have shown that 95% of drivers would use their
lights to warn others of hazards. When asked 75% of drivers thought the decision
was wrong and some 48% said they would warn of a police speed trap. When looking
further into this, the driver was fined for obstructing the Police not flashing his

lights. | am not sure of the fairness of this as if the warned driver slows down and
doesndt exceed the speed | imit at the Police
how it this obstructing anything?

It is this sort of thing in my view which brings cameras, police and everything to do
with speed enforcement into disrepute. No wonder that whilst people see that cam-
eras reduce speed some 68% see them primarily as revenue generators. Of course
the answer to this is dondt break the speed |
It is very sad to see Worthing Motorcycles close after many years of trading. They
have been good to the club over the years and | hope that the staff have found al-
terative work. However, when you look at the cost of new Japanese bikes you can
see why bike dealers must be finding it hard to survive. | wonder if the manufactur-
ers have lost the plot. A new Pan is £13825 compared to £12550 for a BMW

1200RT. The Honda VFR1200 is £12325 compared with the Triumph ST GT at
£9899 and to add boxes etc to the Honda will put it over £14k. The Yamaha R1 now
comes in at a heady £13425 and if your fancy is for a new V Max you will need a
mortgage of £21624!

If you dare to think that getting a commuter bike might be the answer to the costs
of getting to work, you will find the there are very few Jap bikes of 500cc plus
around that cost less than £6k new. | guess it is all to do with the high value of the
Yen but it is making some of the European exotica looking much more affordable.
How about a Benelli Tre 1130 at £9999 or a MV Brutale 990R at £11699 or the bar-
gain of the year has to be the Triumph Rocket 3 Roadster at £12249 - 2.3 litre of
motor for the same money as the Honda VFR!
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CRASH CARDS

~

You may well have seen these advertised in the press and at shows i they are a
great idea i you put a sticker on the right side of your crash helmet and fill in the
small card with details about you i in the event that you need help from a paramedic
but are unable to communicate with them i they will know that inside your crash
helmet they will find the card with useful information on. This may be particularly
relevant if you have any allergies.




PET FOOD RUN T SUNDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2011

The Pet Food Run for BHDMCC group started at 9.45 am on a lovely dry day with a gentle run to
The Royal Coach led by Paul Stevens. It was good to see so many of you coming out after the
winter break.

There are obviously a lot of animal lovers amongst us as top boxes, side panniers, tank bags and

rucksacks were | aden with goodies for the g
The route Paul had chosen was scenic as usual but at a good pace for all.

We arrived at The Royal Coach for coffee and a chat and a chance to catch up with friends not
seen during the winter months.

The event organisers brought us all together for a group photo with some of the pet food goodies
on display before we set off on our ride to the RSPCA Centre at Patcham. Although told this
would be a slow ride, for some it was a little bit too slow so a few unsuspecting riders followed our
leader (Paul) on an extra circuit of the Shoreham bypass roundabout!

The route then took us through Ful king and
Centre.

The number of riders taking part was impressive, approximately 60 bikes, and again a good turn
out by the Club.

The RSPCA Centre organised hot drinks and biscuits for us all and were very grateful for our do-
nations of pet food and money.

Looking at the cages for the animals it was good to see that some were empty, obviously enjoy-
ing their new homes. Unfortunately we know people are having to leave their pets at such places
as the RSPCA, finding they are unable to care properly for them in these difficult economic times.
Thankfully motorcyclists joined to highlight the plight of our furry friends.

Foll owing the end of this run, a few membe
earned lunch! Unfortunately our ride home was fraught with road closures and what started as a
good dry day ended with a downpour! More bike cleaning!

Thanks go to David Dyke for Abringing wup tHh
touch with Paul to avoid becoming separated.

Bring on the Spring and |l etdés get out there!

Alan & Sue Johnson

uests

Devil ¢

2011 Carpe Diem competition starts 1 April




Skittles Evening 19 ™ March

The venue was again the Bull at Shermanbuy and they supplied the usual good selec-
tion of pizzas for the players to enjoy.

We had a total of 26 players 9 10 chaps and 16 chappettes & Pat had arranged the
playing order with the Ladies playing in one competition and the chaps in another.

After four rounds the top four from each had a play off to decide the champion o}
The chaps finalists were Alan, Phil, Steve and Mick and with Alan coming out on top

as the chaps winner. The ladies final saw Jen, Ayisha Daniella and Sarah battle out
with Jen retaining her crown. Jen and Alan then played off for the overall winner

which Alan won.

A good evening and thanks to Pat for organising and keeping scores

What is Paul doing????

It was very tense at times!!!!




Ride Of Respect

| am organising a ride on behalf of the club which will leave from Burgess Hill F.C. at
8.00am on the 3rd April 2011 with an aim to arrive at Hullavington Airfield, Wilt-
shire, SN14 6GU for the 11.00 -12.00 slot.

The cost is £10 per person and places for this years event are again limited to

10.000 bikes!, which WILL be taken very quickly,  once you have registered you will
be sent a wristband and a bike tag which will act as your pass on to Hullavington Air-
field where the ride will begin.

Be warned, many members missed out on a memorable ride last year because they
left it to the last minute! So if you would like to join me in a show of support for

our Heroes please go to http://shop.afghanheroes.org.uk/ror2011.asp  as soon as
possible where you can donate and register online.

| propose to take a scenic route there with a coffee/comfort break on route (and
fuel pit-stop for those with  #iny tanks ) and head back home on the motorway.

If you would like more info and to find out more about the charity please follow the
link: http://www.afghanheroes.org.uk/homepage.asp

Regards,
Stuart Douglas

Email - info@instantimages.co.uk



http://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=tiscali.co.uk&u=mick.muspratt&url=http://shop.afghanheroes.org.uk/ror2011.asp&urlHash=9.214923744489819E-208
http://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=tiscali.co.uk&u=mick.muspratt&url=http://www.afghanheroes.org.uk/homepage.asp&urlHash=-1.7145279924431075E-185

YENIing to Buy a New Motorcycle

The Universal Japanese Motorcycle is becoming increasingly rare. Our oriental cous-
ins are suffering the triple whammy of excruciatingly high exchange rates, with no
hope in sight of an improvement in the next few years; a dimming of their foresight

to anticipate (or create) market trends; and, and at the same time, the Europeans
appear to be getting their act together in terms of design, quality and marketing. To
make it even worse, new bike registrations are down 14% year on year with little
chance that the market will recover in the near future, with the overall picture de-
pressed further by the dramatic fall in learners passing their test due to the last
government's incompetence and/or vindictiveness in the introduction of the swerve
test. This year only eight of the top twenty -selling bikes in the UK were Japanese.
That's staggering compared to a decade ago when it would have been 20 out of 20.

In 2010, there was only one Suzuki, one Kawasaki, and Yamaha and Honda had three
each. Four, including four out of the top five, were BMW and seven were - wait for it
- Triumph. Sever? Just how extraordinary is that? Piddling wee company, starting a
factory from scratch, in a country that can no longer manufacture a paper clip,

duffs up the big boys. Respect, Triumph, respect.

And what about BMW? Four out of the top five bikes, beaten to number one only by
Honda's 'Blade. In fact, if the sales of the standard GS were added to the GS Ad-
venture, rather than being considered two models, BMW would have claimed the
number one spot for the first time, ever. Not 15 years ago BMW's quality control

had gone to pot such that our police started using Pans, the bike side of BMW's
business had been up for sale for years but nobody wanted it, and sales plummeted.
Got to give them credit, they've come a long way. Europe's bike companies and
brands have risen from the ashes over the | as
most resurrection obvious but what about Piaggio, Peugeot's scooters, MV, Guzzi,
Moto Morini, Aprilia, KTM - even MZ for chrissakes? (It would be prudent to wait
awhile before including Norton in the flying phoenixes, | think.)

So whither the UIM? Difficult to see where they go from here. Kawasaki, with its
heavy industries, and Honda with 4 -wheel support can carry their bike divisions, but
can the sales of musical instruments hold Yamaha together?

Already, each country's operating company has been told that every bike must be
sold at a profit, hence the tuning fork's sky -high prices. Will Suzuki's sales of small
cars and party jeeps be enough to keep them going or, as are the strong rumours,

will the bike division be sold to Kawasaki? It looks to as if the Japanese manufactur-
ers have got to ride out at least five years bum market in the UK and three in the

EU. Will they have the stamina and the resources?



So what about us bikers? Is our passion strong enough to tolerate the continuing

hi ke in prices of the Japanese brands and at
determination to drive the motorcycle industry in the ground? Is it time we ap-

pointed a stalwart individual as an industry Figurehead and Ambassador to the beat

the drums on the national media front in our support? Maybe we could persuade/

cajole or better still a raise gun to the head of the egotistical, bigoted Mr Klaxon

(aka Supergob) of Crap Gear fame and lock him away from the world of 4 wheels

that he bleats on and on about, and make him praise the joys of the wonderful world

of TWO wheels. Oh no, NO; |l dondt believe |
be worth that. Anyway what about your thoughts? Letters on a postcard to the Edi-

tor.

TOP 20 BEST - SELLING
BIKES IN UK 2010

1 Honda Fireblade

2 BMW 1200GS

3 BMW S1000RR

4 BMW 1200GS Adventurer
5 BMW R1200RT

6 Triumph Street Triple

7 Triumph Street Triple R
8 Kawasaki ERG6 - f

9 Yamaha R1

10 Yamaha R6

11 Honda VFR1200F

12 Triumph Speed Triple
13 Triumph Bonneville

14 Yamaha XJ6

15 Triumph Tiger 1050

16 Honda CB600RR

17 Triumph Sprint ST 1050
18 Suzuki GSXR600

19 Piaggio Vespa GTS300
20 Triumph Daytona 675

Article supplied by Laurie Evans

2011 Carpe Diem competition starts 1 April




Carpe Diem Competition 2011

Carpe Diem translates as oO0Oseize the momentdé, in other
thing!

We are going to continue with the Carpe Diem competition again this year but with a slightly differ-
ent format! All locations are within scope of a day out on the bike.

It is really simple 0 if you go to one of these places take a picture of you and your bike at the venue -

email picture to club email address and you will be credited with the appropriate score. To ease the

effort required in running the competition only photos received via email to the club address will

be counted.,

We have included some Monday night venues. You can also gain additional points if you provide evi-

dence of making a purchase in that location & perhaps petrol or a meal in a pub, or even just a cup of

teadwe dondét mind what but it must be clearly from that
Receipts should be passed to a committee member in an envelope clearly marked with your name and

the locations that the receipts relate to. These can be handed over at any time during the competi-

tion period. NB Receipts will NOT be returned but will be shredded at the end of the competition.

You will find a list of locations with this newsletter and | am sure you will find something to interest
all of you.

The list also indicates the points value of each place. Each location visited will earn five points plus its
mileage bonus points. In addition, you will also gain a further twenty points for actually making a pur-
chase at that location. You will need to keep your ticket stub, a receipt or something unigue to claim
these bonus points. It must be identifiable with the location. o could be a petrol receipt or pub re-
ceipt but make sure the location is on there!

So, for example, a visit to Sammy Millerdés museum at |
plus nine mileage points plus twenty points if you actually go into the museum or have a cup of tea in

the cafe, producing a possible score of 34 points in total. To claim your points you will need to take a

picture of your bike at the location. Send your pictures to the club email address:

bhdmcc@talk21.com.

Sunday®ds runs may use this |ist as a basis for destine

weekly owhatds ondé emails if you want to join any Sunc
hoc runs and information will published via e mail.

The committee have not finalised what prizes will be available, but hopefully something similar to last
year can be sorted out.

The competition will start from 1 April 2011 and close at the end of October 2011 with The Barry
Pope Memorial Trophy being awarded to the winner (to be held by the winner for a year), with prizes
awarded for the top scores at the Annual Prize Giving evening in November. In the event of a tie then
the committee will decide a winner based on the best photographic evidence provided from all those
supplied by the members who are tied for first place

David Dyke


mailto:mick.muspratt@tiscali.co.uk

Carpe Diem Competition 2011 List of Locations

Place to Visit Location Mileage points
Lobster Pot Cafe Felpham Bognor 3
Ace Cafe A406 London 5
Newlands Corner Cafe A25 near Guildford 3
Bury Hill Cafe A29 3
Rykas Cafe Box Hill 4
Wessons Cafe Horam 2
The Strand Cafe Rye Harbour 5
Oakdean Cafe Wrotham Kent A227 5
Roedean Cafe A259 Nr Brighton 1
Carotds Cafe Shoreham Harbour 1
Shoreham Airport cafe Shoreham by sea 1
The Chalet Cafe Cowfold 1
Sea Lane Cafe Going by Sea 2
Southwater Country Park cafe Southwater 2
Wadhusrt Station Cafe Wadhurst 3
Areoclub café Douglas Bader Statue Goodwood 3
Sammy Millers Museum New Milton 9
Duxford Air Museum A505/M11 Jct 10
HMS Alliance Submarine Museum Gosport 6
National Maritime Museum Greenwich 5
Brooklands Museum Brooklands Surrey 5
Chain Bridge Sandbanks Nr Poole 10
Chain Bridge Cowes IOW 6
Osborne House IowW 10
Wareham Quay Dorset 11
Swanage Pier Dorset 11
Mid Hants Railway/watercress line New Alresford Hants 6
Bluebell Railway Sheffield Park 2
Swanage Railway Swanage Dorset 11
Romney Hythe Dymchurch Rly. Any station 6
Kent/ Sussex Railway Tenterden 4
Vines BMW Dealers Guildford 3
Doble MC Coulsdon 2
Windsor Castle Windsor 5
Shepherd & Dog Fulking 1
Sompting Church Sompting 1
The Moorings Pub Pevensey 3
Batemans 3
Sheffield Park 3
The Vyne Basingstoke 8
Dover castle 8
Thames Barrier 8
Frensham Ponds 5
Spinnaker Tower Portsmouth 7
Blackboys Inn 4
Half Moon Midhurst 7
Monkey World Dorset 10
Tower of London 8
Ightam Moat Kent 8
Chatham Dockyard 8
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Carpe Diem Competition 2011 List of Locations Contd

Hampton Court Palace

P&H MC Crawley

Corfe castle

Destination Triumph Washington

Bodiam castle

Herstmonceux observatory

Arundel castle

Cowdray Ruins Midhurst

Pevensey castle

Nl o M OB O] O N ool N N

Rye Harbour

=
=

Poole harbour

Chichester

Westerham

Hastings pier

Worthing Pier

Dover fort

Dungerness power station
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Rochester castle

Send your photos to bhdmcc@talk21.com

Donot forget that
tional points by providing a receipt from
the location!
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NOTICE BOARD

Please let me know what you want to put on the Notice board by the last Monday of the month If you can email your bits (use WordPad i f you

can)

but otherwise telephone me or drop me a note. On a similar theme, when the club programme announces a run to somewhere like the BMF shows, members
make ad hoc arrangements to go together. If anybody plans to go to these types of events, let me know where and when you plan to meet and | can them act
as a central point to |l et others know whatodés happening. I can be contact

Summer Programme i see web site for full calender
Sunday 3 April i Afghan Heroes Run

Monday 4 April fi Kings Head Chailey

Monday 11 April 7 Half Moon Warninglid

Monday 18 April 7 Run out from BHTFC ending at SFSC
Monday 25 April i Dorset Arms, Withyam

Monday 2 May i Six Bells, Chiddingly

Monday 9 May fi Onslow Arma, Loxwood

Monday 16 May Prince of Wales, Woodgate
Monday 23 May i Pig & Butcher, Five Ash Down
Moday 30 May fi Half Moon, Midhurst

Monday 6 June fi AGMi SFSC

NBf the details of events are as at time of printing and are subject to change
without notice i please watch for emails for latest updates

2011 Carpe Diem competition

starts 1 April

the motorcyclists union

BMF Discount code to go  on your BMF affiliation cards ( BHD10A375 )
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FOR SALE

2006 TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE

11,500 Miles, Jet Black, FSH, Excellent Condition
With the following extras included,

Triumph Hugger, Bar End Mirrors, Heated Grips, Renthal Gold Bars, Fly
Screen, Radiator Guards & R & G Tail Tidy

Recent New Tyres

MOT- Sept 2011- Taxed Sept 2011

£5,200

To take a closer look contact Andy,

Mobile: 07968 438864
Home: 01444 258496 (After 6pm)
E-mail: andy.fairhurstl@tiscali.co.uk



mailto:andy.fairhurst1@tiscali.co.uk

